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GREEK WEEK 2015 GUIDE

The Daily Eastern News features Greek Life
and Greek Week 2015, including Tugs finals
and a calendar of events.
PAGE 1B

NO HITS FOR YOU

Freshman pitcher Jessica Wireman
pitched a no-hitter in game two of the
doubleheader Saturday, with the
Panthers winning 3-0 against UT-Martin. PAGE 8
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Minority faculty rates
increase over decade
Decrease in
overall number
does not hinder
diversity retention
By Roberto Hodge
Multicultural Editor |@BertoHodge
Eastern’s ethnic minority recruitment and retention rates have increased in the past 10 years, despite
the university only losing 90 faculty members.
In 2005, Eastern’s faculty enrollment was 755, with 81 percent of
that number being Caucasian, 5 percent Asian-American, 2.4 percent
Latino, 2 percent African-American,
0.7 percent Native American, 9.4
percent unclassified and 0 international faculty members.
Currently, the faculty enrollment
is 665, with the university seeing improvements in some areas of minority faculty members, such as AsianAmericans at 6 percent, AfricanAmericans at 4 percent, Latinos at 3
percent and internationals at 2 percent.
Despite the increase in faculty members, the university has lost
73 percent of their students in the
last 10 years, going from 12,129 to
8,913.
Blair Lord, the provost and vice
president for academic affairs, said
the university tries to hire about 30
tenure-track faculty members and
the Office of Civil Rights and Diversity complies with Affirmative Action
laws to help pool diverse candidates.
Eastern’s Asian-American faculty rates have remained mostly un-

“The university
carries out ongoing,
aggressive, coordinated
recruitment efforts
to build large pools
of highly qualified
applicants for faculty
positions who reflect
the diversity found
within their respective
specialties.”
- Heather Dragoo,
assistant director of
the Civil Rights and
Diversity office
changed throughout the 10 years,
keeping an average of 30 or more.
However, the numbers in all ethnic minority faculty members still
lag behind Caucasian faculty members. Ethnic minorities make up 114
of faculty members, with 20 being
an unclassified group, compared to
551 faculty members identifying as
Caucasian.
“Pools for minority candidates are
often difficult to grow,” Lord said.
“We have to keep working on it.”
Lord said gaining more minority representation is harder in certain fields; the university makes offers to ethnic minorities and sometimes they chose not to come.

MINORITY FACULTY, page 5

Initiative to bridge gap
for police, community
JASON HOWELL | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Captain Todd Foster of the Charleston Fire Department heads up to the second story of a house on Sunday. The
fire, which occurred after midnight, was contained to the second floor bedroom of 1526 First Street. Firefighters
from Charleston and Mattoon responded, as well as the University Police Department.

Fire chars 1st Street residence
Staff Report
A fire on the second floor of the
residential house located at 1526 First
St. caused $25,000 dollars in damages early Sunday morning.
Firefighters responded to the fire
at the Bowers Rental property at approximately 12:37 a.m. The fire was
extinguished by 1 a.m. Several fire-

fighters, police and paramedics were
at the scene not long after the first responders hit the scene.
Pat Goodwin, the Charleston Fire
Department chief, said no injuries
had been reported. One of the residents refused to comment on the situation.
The cause of the fire is still under
investigation. Goodwin said more in-

formation would be likely available
throughout the week.
Goodwin said the extent of the
damage would make returning to the
home unlikely for a long time.
The fire caused extensive damage
to not only the inside, but the outside of the residence as well. Much of
the outer windowsill was burned.

Student government elections begin
Staff Report
The Student Government election
starts Monday and will continue to
Tuesday.
Students will receive an email
containing a link to the online

voting polls.
The five candidates are Shirmeen
Ahmad, Catie Witt, Stephen Simpson,
Courtney Sage and Derek Pierce. Ahmad, Witt, and Simpson will be running for student body president, executive vice president, and vice president

for academic fairs, respectively.
Sage and Pierce are contending for
the position of vice president for student affairs.
Voting will start 12:01 a.m. Monday and will close at 11:59 p.m. Tuesday.

By Cassie Buchman
City Editor| @DEN_News
The Charleston Police Department will attempt to ease the tense
relations between police officers
and the community with simulations and informational sessions at
6 p.m. Wednesday at the Charleston Range and Training Center.
Charleston Detective Marlon
Williams said the initiative is happening because of the disconnect
between law enforcement and the
community.
“Even before recent events, there
was a disconnect,” Williams said.
He said the initiative was created
to bridge the gap and bring cohesion to the community and police.
The initiative will take place in
three sessions for Eastern students
and community members. It will
take participants through exercises
and discussions on the role of law
enforcement and how they react to
certain situations.
The police officers at the initiative will take three attendees

through different sessions that give
a first-person perspective to the situations police officers go through
daily.
Williams said details about the
sessions are being kept secret to
simulate the unpredictability of a
police officer’s job.
“You never know what you will
deal with,” he said. “We want to
give them that sense of surprise
when they get there.”
The idea for the initiative came
from a similar one Williams saw
happen in Arizona when he was
searching on the Internet.
“They did the three sessions to
see why officers react to certain situations,” he said.
Williams said the initiative was
created to end misconceptions the
public might have about law enforcement.
“It’s not an us versus them kind
of thing,” he said. “This will help
them see what the police go though
on a daily basis.”

INITIATIVE, page 5
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Local weather
MONDAY

TUESDAY

Thunderstorm

Partly Cloudy

High: 69°
Low: 47°

High:67°
Low: 47°

For more weather visit dailyeasternnews.com

T h e D a i ly
Eastern News
“Tell the truth and don’t be afraid.”
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By Luis Martinez
Administration Editor| @DEN_News
The elections for student government begin Monday, and the final three
candidates for the executive positions
are running unopposed.
Shirmeen Ahmad, Catie Witt and
Stephen Simpson are running for the
positions of student body president, executive vice president, and vice president for academic affairs, respectively.
Simpson said one of the things he
wants to accomplish as the vice president for academic affairs is peer-on-peer
interaction through a series of forums.
“I was kind of thinking of one forum
a month, that way it’s kind of showing the progression of the year,” Simpson said. “So at this point of the year,
you should be doing this or using this
resource.”
Simpson said the peer-on-peer forums are designed to show students
how to use the different academic resources on campus as the year goes on.
Unlike Ahmad and Witt, Simpson is
currently a senate member and does not
have a position on the student government executive board.

Advertising
To place an advertisement or classified ad in The
Daily Eastern News, call the ads office at 5812812 or fax 581-2923. Visit our online advertisements at dailyeasternnews.com/classifieds.
Comments / Tips
Contact any of the above staff members if you believe your information is relevant. aaaaaaaaaaa
aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa
Corrections
The Daily Eastern News is committed to accuracy in its
coverage of the news. Any factual error the staff finds,
or is made aware of by its readers, will be corrected
as promptly as possible. Please report any factual error you find to Editor-in-Chief Bob Galuski at 581-2812.
Employment
If you would like to work for The Daily Eastern News
as a reporter, photographer, columnist, cartoonist, copy editor, designer or videographer, please
visit at the newsroom at 1802 Buzzard Hall.

Witt also said she does not just read
items off a sheet of paper; she actively
participates in her duties.
“I learned a lot about the university and what this position has to offer to
EIU,” Witt said.
Witt said at her first meeting at the
Illinois Board of Higher EducationStudent Advisory Committee, she met
with other student representatives from
each university to discuss the different
issues affecting Illinois students.
Witt also said with a full term as the
executive vice president, she wants to
start Student Action Team early in the
fall semester to get more students involved.
“I really want to get started early in
the fall, maybe not the first week we get
back, but when there is Pantherpalooza, maybe mention (to students) when
they walk by the student government
table, mention Student Action Team
for those students who do want to get
involved,” Witt said. “Also, I want to
reach out to different departments.”
Ahmad, the current vice president
for academic affairs, is the only candidate running to be the next student
body president of Eastern.

In honor of National Library Week,
Booth Library will host events to celebrate the week with the theme “Unlimited Possibilities at Your Library.”
The week began Sunday and will
continue until Saturday.
Beth Heldebrandt, dean of Library
Services, said the library will partner up
with Eastern’s chapter of the Amateur
Astronomers Association to sponsor an
astronomy night at 8 p.m. Monday on
the south end of Booth Library.
“Since the theme is unlimited possibilities, we wanted to have an astronomy night to symbolize how unlimited
the possibilities are for libraries,” Heldebrandt said.
Telescopes and viewing supplies will
be available for use at the beginning of
the night, she said.
The event is free and everyone is invited to attend.
She said in case of bad weather,
the event will be rescheduled, so anyone who is planning to attend should
check Booth library’s website for

more information.
During the week, the library will also
be hosting its annual spring book sale
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Wednesday near
the clock tower of Booth Library.
“There will be a large selection of
books in many different subjects,” Heldebrandt said. “All of the books were
donated by members of the community. The proceeds from the sale will be
used toward the enhancement of the library.”
An awards reception for the winners
of Booth Library’s 2015 Awards for Excellence in Student Research and Creativity will be from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m.
Wednesday in the Room 4440 of the
library. The library advisory board will
host this reception.
The fifth annual edible book festival
will take place from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m.
Thursday in the Marvin Foyer in the library. The festival will be a display of
edible book title themes. People are not
allowed to eat the displays.

Luis Martinez can be
reached at 581-2812
or lpmartinez@eiu.edu.

Stephanie White can be
reached at 581-2812
or sewhite2@eiu.edu.

national contest
Staff Report
The Daily Eastern News took
first place for companion website
and second place for newspaper in
the overall excellence categories of
the national Society for Collegiate
Journalists contest in 2014.
The News received a total of 11
awards for work done in 2014,
with seven students winning nine
awards in various categories.
Other awards include first place
for feature photography, sports
photography and editorial cartoon.
Second-place awards include
sports news, editorial page and
photo essay; the third-place
awards include editorial cartoon
and breaking news, and an honorable mention was given for frontpage design.
Both the breaking news story and photo essay were part of

Printed by Eastern Illinois University
on soy ink and recycled paper.
Attention postmaster: Send
address changes to:
The Daily Eastern News
1802 Buzzard Hall
Eastern Illinois University
Charleston, IL 61920

“It makes me smile every time I
think about it,” Ahmad said. “Even
running and getting to that point and
knowing I have support from so many
people and seeing that they want me to
take that position, and it just means a
lot.”
Ahmad said since her freshman year,
she worked hard as a senate member
and wondered what would happen if
she found herself with a position on the
executive board.
Ahmad said after hearing from everyone about how she is going to be the
next student body president, she said
wants to tackle the issues that come
with the position.
“What I’ve always wanted to do
with student government is to be able
to make that difference,” Ahmad said.
“The rush isn’t about having the title,
it’s about the progress and successes that
you can get.”
The elections begin Monday at
12:01 a.m. and will close Tuesday at
11:59 p.m.

Booth to celebrate
Newspaper, website
National Library Week receive awards in

By Stephanie White
Visit our website: dailyeasternnews.com Entertainment Editor | @DEN_News
About
The Daily Eastern News is produced by the students of
Eastern Illinois University. It is published daily Monday through Friday, in Charleston, Ill., during fall and
spring semesters and twice weekly during the summer term except during university vacations or examinations. One copy per day is free to students and faculty. Additional copies can be obtained for 50 cents each
in the Student Publications Office in Buzzard Hall.
The Daily Eastern News is a subscriber to McClatchyTribune Information Services. aaaaaaaaaaaaa
aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa

He said in his new position, it should
not affect the current cohesion of the
executive board.
“Catie and I were debut leaders over
the summer, and we were partners, so
I know a lot about Catie, and I know
how she functions and how she works,”
Simpson said. “I know me and Catie
are pretty good with working together
and working through situations.”
Simpson also said he works with Ahmad a lot because he is the committee
chair for academic affairs, and he has
worked with the members of the executive board, only now it would be with
the title of vice president for academic
affairs.
Witt, the current executive vice president, is running for a second time this
semester for her current position, after
winning a special election earlier in the
semester.
“When I was running the first time,
I knew the responsibilities and the expectations of the executive vice president,” Witt said. “After being the executive vice president for this small amount
of time this semester, I feel like I learned
a lot more, and I actually have handson experience.”

Get the DEN sent straight to your email!
Sign up today at DENnews.com

The News’ coverage of the campus
closing in February for inclement weather; the story was about
how liquor stores’ sales were affected, and the photos were of students enjoying the snow on their
day off.
Katie Smith, the current editor-in-chief, said it is good for the
staff to be acknowledged for the
amount of time they put into their
jobs.
“Our staff works really hard,
and they’re in here day and night
putting out a paper,” she said. “It’s
nice to see them get the recognition they deserve.”
The News will be celebrating its
100th anniversary Nov. 5.
The staff of The News can
be reached at 581-2812
or dennewsdesk@gmail.com.
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Students get creative in Hover Cup competition
By Meka Al Taqi-Brown
Staff Reporter | @DEN_News
Students gathered in McAfee
Gymnasium to ride their hovercrafts across the floor in Eastern’s
first ever Hover Cup Saturday.
When first walking into the gymnasium, students were making the
finishing touches on the hovercrafts
they created. Four teams were participating with only one winner.
Three different categories were
judged.
Not only were awards given out
for the first and second place winners, but awards for best design and
most creative hovercraft were also
given out.
Team Flipper won $100 for first
place in the Hover Cup after a series of races between the other three
competitors.
Team Hyperdrive Engage won a
$50 gift certificate to the Penalty
Box for placing in second.
Hyperdrive Engage swept in the
other two categories.
For the category with the best design and most creativity, team Hyperdrive Engage won.
They received a giant Jenga set
and wine bottle holders.
Each team said they spent at least
a week on and off working on their
crafts to make them perfect.
Nick Nezamis, a junior engineering major, said the process of building his team’s craft consisted of a lot
of trial and error.
“We started with looking at YouTube videos to get the general idea
of how to build a hovercraft,” Nezamis said. “The basic idea is you
want to have a basic air cushion, a

PHOTOS BY LIZ DOWELL | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Tom Sticha, a junior engineering major, and Paul Blackmore, a sophomore engineering major, race their hover
crafts at Eastern’s first Hover Cup competition in the McAfee gymnasium Saturday.

Stevie Momaly, a graduate student,
rushes to catch Lauren Horn, a junior physics major, at Eastern’s first
Hover Cup competition Saturday.

power source with a type of air supply to supply the hovercraft with an
air cushion.”
By having an air cushion, this
will help the hovercraft to move
smoothly across the ground.
All of the teams used leaf blowers to thrust them across the floor,
but all of them had different setups

on how they placed the blower on
the hovercraft. The leaf blower was
there to bring the hovercraft afloat
and push it across the ground, leaving a floating affect to the eyes.
Team Hyperdrive Engage’s hovercraft was a rectangular shape, with
a drawing of eyes and teeth on the
side of it. This team’s hovercraft
had a leaf blower with a blue bottom to help keep it afloat. It also
had a special feature added, a cup
holder.
The next team called themselves
The Rocketeer; their hovercraft
was titled The Shooting Star. It was
a circular shape with a leaf blower
at the top of it and duct tape. Plastic Styrofoam surrounded the outer part of the hovercraft for protection.
The third team called themselves
and their hovercraft, Flipper. Their
hovercraft was simple and had a

different design on the bottom of
their hovercraft with a picture of
dolphins swimming. They also had
a leaf blower on top of the hovercraft that locked on and off when
needed.
The last team called themselves
Sprocket. Their hovercraft was a
rectangular shape with a leaf blower on top. Their team used duct
tape to mask the leaf blower to the
hovercraft.
The person who is riding the
hovercraft itself is the person who
is responsible for guiding the hovercraft across the floor.
Lindsey Johnson, a junior nursing major, said she did not know
what to expect from the competition.
“I am excited to ride the hovercraft, but I am a little scared,” she
said.
When watching the competition

YOUNGSTOWN APARTMENTS
916 Woodlawn Dr.(south 9th st)

WE

take place, the crowd had different reactions. Because this was the
first Hover Cup competition, no
one knew what to expect, let alone
knew how to build one and how it
would work.
Emma Riedesel, a junior psychology major, said she had never
heard of this competition before,
but it was very impressing to see all
of the teams’ work.
All of the work and creativity
that was put into the hovercrafts
took time and patience. Many of
the teams had discussed how they
had done one model but the first
one had problems. They soon created a new model that ended up being their last and final creation. The
second model was the model that
was entered in the competition and
competed with.
Brittany Hirst, a sophomore psychology major, said the hovercrafts
were interesting to watch, and she
is excited to see where they go next
year.
Stevie Momaly, a physics graduate student, was answering questions on whether another Hover
Cup would be held next year.
“Everyone seems pretty happy;
they had fun and are still having
fun,” she said. “It looks like it will
happen again next year.”
She was the one who originally
came up with the idea of the Hover
Cup. Along with Momaly, the president, vice president, and the secretary of the Society of Physics Students also created the event.
Meka Al Taqi-Brown can be
reached at 581-2812
or mrbrown7@eiu.edu.
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What’s Happening at EIU?

Tarble Exhibits | 10 AM - 5 PM
Southwestern Pottery & Weavings, Graduate, and Nathalie Miebach exhibits on display
Nancy Hennings Memorial Poetry Reading | 6 PM
Featuring local and EIU poets; Dudley House, free and open to the public

“The Artwork of Russell Means” Opening Reception | 6 - 7:30 PM
President Perry will host a special exhibition and wine and cheese reception; Booth Library
Check out more upcoming events at www.dailyeasternnews.com
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All aboard!
Jarad Jarmon

Executive
positions
should not be
unopposed
At 12:01 a.m. Monday, Eastern students
will have a second chance to exercise their
democratic muscles for the student government elections.
Emails will be sent to Eastern students allowing them to vote on several executive positions within student government including
student body president, executive vice president, student vice president for academic affairs and student vice president for student affairs.
Unfortunately, students do not have many
options for who to pick within these elections
as only one is opposed, student vice president
for student affairs.
This is sad.
While it could be argued that not much is
done with these positions, the argument cannot be made that something could and should
get done using these positions.
Two of the more major positions, student
body president and executive vice president,
have significant power in how the campus
runs and possibly changes.
The executive vice president is a part of the
Board of Trustees, who just recently hired the
next university president.
People who have these titles can make a
difference, which is depressing when one
looks at the candidates list.
The fact only five people are running for
four positions is upsetting.
This is not to say that those who will be
on the electronic ballot would be bad for the
roles, just that students have only two options
for most of the positions: vote the candidate
in or vote no confidence.
Our only option is to not have a student
body president, a voice for the student, or to
have one. It seems like the decision has been
made for us.
More students should have taken the initiative to become a leader for the students, especially those who have been Student Senate
members.
The lack of people running for these positions shows that the student body does not
hold much weight into these positions and
their power.
So many positions with the power to do a
lot of things within the community are uncontested.
It was odd no one, other those already in
office, sought a Charleston City Council seat
in the latest election.
Elections offer the chance for new people
and new ideas to open to community to improvement, which is always needed.
At this time though, there is no chance for
students to try for candidacy within the student government executive positions, so I
only ask, if a student does not feel confident
with candidates available, vote no confidence.
Democracy allows for changes.
People need to exercise this system whether
it is by running or voting.
Jarad Jarmon is a senior journalism major.
He can be reached at denopinions@gmail.com

CHRIS PICK ARD | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

STAFF EDITORIAL

SafeZone is a celebration of diversity and progress
Eastern offers a unique and important service to members of its community, so its students, staff and faculty are provided the opportunity to feel safe and accepted on their
campus.
Safe Zone training consists of two phases,
in which participants are taught the particular language with which to discuss the LGBT
community, as well as the “coming out process” and the idea of heterosexual privilege.
Whether or not every member of the university takes advantage of Safe Zone training, it is an important service nonetheless,
to ensure that students who identify with the
LGBT community know there are allies to
whom they can speak and feel comfortable
around without concealing their sexuality out
of fear of violence or rejection.
At an institution based on education and

betterment, it is integral that students, staff
and faculty alike are able to openly be themselves without their identities interfering with
the quality of their safety and education.
Hate crimes against the LGBT community are still a grisly reality. Safe Zone training
helps to educate people not only about sexuality, but also the importance of a supportive
and inclusive campus.
No person should need to understand or
agree with another person’s sexuality to feel
OK about affording them basic compassions
and courtesies that might be provided without question to someone else.
The sight of that small, rainbow sticker on
a professor’s door might be the sigh of relief
that gets a student through the day or a harsh
time of rejection.
College campuses are environments filled

with diverse peoples, who have gathered to
very literally learn from one another.
Safe Zone training is an extension of the
learning that takes place within a community.
This is not to say that people who vary
from one another are specimens to be studied or ogled at. Rather, diversity has a way
of confronting people with traditions that are
uncomfortable and unfamiliar, and fostering
an environment that allows for a clear line of
communication and understanding between
all parties.
Eastern is a university that publically takes
pride in the celebration of diversity. Programs
like Safe Zone training reinforce those ideals.
The daily editorial is the majority opinion of
the editorial board of The Daily Eastern News.

The one wedding I would not want to miss
The concept of marriage has always been
rather off-putting to me, so weddings and other marriage related ceremonies are events I try
to avoid.
I won’t bother going into any details or
share with you where my deep-seated discomfort for weddings stems from, but I will say
that I’m your modern-day cynic.
I mean, there is the reception, the dinners,
the planning and the brides whose hormones
are constantly skyrocketing and plummeting
again.
Finally, all that’s left to do is sit for hours on
end on a bench or chair that could cause hemorrhoids and glance around at the crowd of
only vaguely familiar faces—realizing how dull
this group can be without at least a little champagne in your one hand.
That’s how weddings have usually gone for
me. I shift uncomfortably not only through
the events, but through the entire process.
However, there is one wedding planning
process I regret to my very core not being able
to have been there from the beginning: my

Margorie Clemente
mother’s.
She’s remarrying in August, and honestly I
couldn’t be happier for her. I’m not the type to
harbor any hard feelings for my mother’s new
partner.
Quite the contrary, the guy makes it almost
impossible to not love him. Aside from his
macho-man façade, the guy has a winning
smile, he’s hardworking, honest and loyal, but
more than anything, he’s devoted to us both.
Being away at college while she’s trying
on her dress with other shrieking women at
David’s Bridal made me feel like the worst
daughter in the world.

I’m supposed to be there, I thought. I’m
supposed to be the one standing before her,
choking back tears.
Right now, I should be there snapping at
her if she gets too bratty and decides she wants
to act like one of those intolerable bridezillas.
The day she asked me to be her maid of
honor, I didn’t think I would react the way I
did. My heart soared, and I couldn’t help but
feel this enormous sense of pride swell in my
chest.
The one wedding I wouldn’t want to miss
for the world is hers. Now, even though I
wasn’t able to suffer and endure the dress hunt
with her, at least I can be there beside her and
partner.
We’ve got big things happening this summer that are sure to bring my mother and I
closer. My graduation day is also our day, and
her wedding day belongs to the both of us as
well.
Marge Clemente is a senior English major and
can be reached at denopinions@gmail.com.

Editorial Board
Editor in Chief
Katie Smith

Managing Editor
Jarad Jarmon

Photo Editor
Chynna Miller

Online Editor
Jason Howell

Opinions Editor
Marge Clemente

MONDAY, APRIL 13, 2015

										

Handling clay

»

CHYNNA MILLER| THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Panelists explore challenges
for students with disabilities
Students and faculty gathered
Friday morning to hear a panel about students with disabilities, who took a step forward and
expressed their views on personal challenges as well as things that
help them be successful in the classroom.
Four students with disabilities
spoke about criteria that help make
them successful in their learning experience.
Taking a lot of notes, seeing concepts visually, having a lot of examples, tutoring and taking tests in
different environments can all help
reduce their anxiety.
Professors loading PowerPoint
slides onto Desire 2 Learn is a good
accommodation because it gives the
students a chance to prepare for the
next class and an opportunity to get
ahead, according to the presentation.

Students with disabilities receive
the same syllabus as other students,
but the main things that help them
are professors’ office hours and
knowing each assignment they need
to complete for their final grade.
Amie Hansen, the vice president
of the Delta Alpha Pi honors society
for students with disabilities, said
she has begun to overcome her difficulties with spelling and grammar
in an honors English course.
She said the professor told her
she needed to work on those areas in the beginning, which helped
push her to become more successful
throughout the course.
The panelists also voiced opinions on how professors can be successful when trying to reach their
students.
The panelists said students with
disabilities prefer professors who
use slides that do not go point by
point, but that challenge them to
understand the material.
The interactivity with the pro-

MINORITY FACULTY
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Kelsey Thrush, a junior art major, makes a thrown handle for her ceramics class Sunday in the Doudna Fine Arts
Center.

By Ashton Powell
Staff Reporter| @DEN_News

THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS | CAMPUS

fessor is also helpful because it is a
new way to connect with what everyone is saying and helps make the
class more sociable.
The panelists also took the time
to speak about personal issues that
have affected them. Issues brought
up ranged from the embarrassment
of being put in the spotlight in
front of a class to being treated with
attitudes by professors who wanted
to push them to perform better.
One panelist said her professor
called her out in front of the class
asking why she needed extra help,
which made her feel disrespected.
She said now her classmates know
when she is leaving the class, she is
going to take the test separately because of the accommodations she
needs for her disability.
Ashton Powell can be
reached at 581-2812
or anpowell@eiu.edu.

“The essence of trying do good
affirmative action hiring is on the
front end of trying to get a diverse pool, then evaluate the diverse pool and hopefully you will
have a selection—some years it has
worked better than others,” Lord
said.
Heather Dragoo, the assistant
director of the office of Civil Rights
and Diversity, said the office complies and analyzes information
about the recruitment and retention of faculty for several reports to
federal and state agencies annually.
She said the office also prepares
the university’s affirmative action
plan each year, which sets recruitment goals for specific job groups
by comparing the current demographic data to the latest availability data for the specific discipline.
“The university carries out ongoing, aggressive, coordinated recruitment efforts to build large pools of
highly qualified applicants for faculty positions who reflect the diversity found within their respective

»

specialties,” Dragoo said.
The office also evaluates recruitment methods used in each search for
faculty members to see how effective
the efforts were in gaining a diverse
pool of applicants. A survey is also
put in place for those who decline offers to the university to gain a perception of the campus recruiting experience, Dragoo said.
Dragoo said a new initiative has
been put into place for the next hiring of tenure-track faculty to have a
commitment to diversity as a qualification.
Eastern has been at a hiring freeze
for about two years because of the recent drop in enrollment, Lord said.
“This requirement communicates
to potential applicants that diversity and inclusion are important to the
university, and applicants will have to
demonstrate their own commitment
and-or experience,” Dragoo said.
Roberto Hodge can be
reached at 581-2812
or rlhodge@eiu.edu.

INITIATIVE

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
So m e o f t h e t h i n g s o f f i c e r s
might see on a daily basis include
some routine traffic stops, domestic violence calls, looking for suspicious persons involved in robbery
or other crimes, or disorderly conduct calls where someone causes a
scene.
“You just never know when it
could escalate,” Williams said. “An
officer always has to be on alert.
The community will be shown how
quick things could happen.”
Williams said one reason for the
disconnect was events that happened nationally.
“With social media, information gets disseminated, people react
based on emotions,” Williams said.
“Not that their feelings are not
warranted, but people should look
at an entire situation before rushing to decisions. We understand
things happen that should not.”
This is the first time the
Charleston Police Department has
enacted an initiative like this.
“The main objective is for this
to be a foundation of trust and un-

derstanding between the police department, University Police Department and community,” Williams said. “ We’re basically establishing a relationship between
Charleston, EIU and law enforcement.”
Although it will just be the CPD
at the first bridge the gap initiative, Williams said he hopes UPD
and others will be involved in future ones.
“ We w a n t t o h a v e s e v e r a l
throughout the year, although the
school year is closing, so we still
only have one until the end of
school,” Williams said. “We would
love to have three or four during
the year as the program builds.”
He wants people to have a better understanding as to why law
enforcement makes the decisions
it does.
“Hopefully this is the beginning
of a relationship,” Williams said.
Cassie Buchman can be
reached at 581-2812
or cjbuchman@eiu.edu.
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Prayers for Kenya

Available Now, Summer or Fall 2015

Good Housing, Proven Management
1 person from $350-440
2 persons from $290/person
Groups of 3 or 4 RIGHT NEXT TO CAMPUS


woodrentals.com

1512 A Street. P.O. Box 377
Charleston, IL 61920
217 345-4489 – Fax 345-4472

1, 2, and 3 BEDROOM APARTMENTS
AVAILABLE SUMMER & FALL
CHYNNA MILLER | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Mayor Larry Rennels and his wife Mary Ann Rennels attend “The Prayer Vigil: For Martyred
Christians in Kenya” Sunday. The vigil was held for the students murdered in Kenya on April

CLASSIFIEDS
Sublessors

For rent

Campus Pointe 2015-2016, $435 all inclusive.
Call Liz at 630-484-4344.
__________________________4/21

For rent
5 BR apartment very clean, all inclusive. 1 and 2 BR also available. eiuforrent.com
217-345-2982
__________________________4/14
2 bedroom furnished apartments, quiet, near campus, all utilities and internet included, no pets.
549-2615
__________________________4/16
For Rent Fall 2015. 2-4 BR house, 2
blocks from campus. W/D, dishwasher, great parking, and nice yard.
Call or text 276-7003.
__________________________4/17
4 BR 2 bath home, 3-4 tenants (307
Polk Ave). Close to campus. Concrete drive, huge patio, and front
porch. Very well maintained! High
efficiency furnace, C/A, washer/dryer.
Contact Pam at 549-5402. Pictures
on Craigslist under address.
__________________________4/17
Houses and Apts. Great locations and
prices. Leases negotiable. Some petfriendly.
217-549-6967
__________________________4/17
Now Leasing to Fall 2015- AffordableLarge, Beautiful and Spacious 1 and 2
BR Unfurnished Apts. On the Square
over Z’s Music. Trash and Water InclLow Utilities- All New AppliancesLaundry On-Site- Apply 345-2616
__________________________4/17

For rent

4 bedroom 2 bath pats Across from
Lantz. Free cable/internet. Fully furnished. $380 a month. $100 Sign-on
bonus 217-345-3353
__________________________4/17
6 Bedroom house includes a studio
cottage for 1, 6 total 10 MONTH
LEASE 1906 11th, $275 each. Large
yard and patio, A/C, D/W, W/D.
217-345-3273.
__________________________4/17
3-6 bedroom house 10 MONTH
LEASE 1521 2nd, $275 each. A/C,
W/D, off-street parking.
217-345-3273
__________________________4/17
3-5 bedroom house 10 MONTH
LEASE 1836 11th. $275 each, covered
patio, A/C, D/W, W/D. 217-354-3273
__________________________4/17
Nice 1 BR off-campus apt. available
August 1. Quiet neighborhood, good
parking, pet-friendly.
Call Todd, 217-840-6427
__________________________4/21
AVAILABLE FALL 2015 - NEXT TO
BUZZARD/DOUDNA - 2 & 3 BR, 1812
9th St.
sammyrentals.com
217-549-4011, 217-348-0673
CALL OR TEXT.
__________________________4/23
50% off deposits on 2 & 3 bedroom
leases in April! 3 great locations & sizes/prices to fit your needs.
217-348-1479. www.tricountymg.com
__________________________4/23
~BEST DEAL IN TOWN~
2bd/1.5ba. $595/mo TOTAL 2 peo/
unit. Trash/parking incl. 1509 2nd.
217-348-1479
www.tricountymg.com
__________________________4/23

$$
LAND AUCTION

14.5± Acres • Cumberland County, Illinois
L-1500381

Monday, April 27, at 10:00 AM
Unique Suites Hotel
920 West Lincoln • Charleston, Illinois

•Illinois Route 130 frontage, just south of the Coles-Cumberland County line
•Property is lease free for 2015
• Variety of potential uses including farmland, residential, or commercial

For Property Details, Contact:

Mac Boyd, Agent

(217) 268-4434 or (217) 246-4119

Winnie Stortzum, Agent
(217) 268-4434 or (217) 372-7550

MBoyd@FarmersNational.com
WStortzum@FarmersNational.com
Arcola, Illinois
Auctioneer: Norm Willoughby: 440.000001 | Owners: Jay and Michael Samuel

www.FarmersNational.com

Real Estate Sales • Auctions • Farm and Ranch Management • Appraisal
Insurance • Consultation • Oil and Gas Management • Forest Resource
Management • National Hunting Leases • Lake Management • FNC Ag Stock

WOW! SAVE $1700 off your lease
year!!!
BrooklynHeightsEIU.com
MelroseOnFourth.com.
Furnished, washer & dryer, balcony,
walk-in closets, free tanning, 24-hr fitness rooms. Roommate matching
available.
217-345-5515. ACT FAST!
Leasing@melroseonfourth.com
__________________________4/30
South Campus Suites 2 bedroom 1
bath townhouses available for Fall
2015. Fully furnished, all-inclusive
price $475! Call us today for your
apartment showing.
Stay Unique 217-345-RENT (7368).
unique-properties.net
__________________________4/30
Very spacious 5 bedroom house
available at 1705 & 1707 9th St. for
15-16! Great location, all-inclusive
pricing, W/D.
Stay Unique 217-345-RENT (7368)
www.unique-properties.net
__________________________4/30
Properties available on 7th St. 5 or 6
BR houses. Studio, 3, or 4 BR apts.
Most utilities paid on apts.
Call 217-855-8521.
__________________________4/30
Wood Rentals, Jim Wood, Realtor.
Over 20 years experience.
345-4489.
www.woodrentals.com
__________________________4/30
FOR 2015-2016, VERY NICE 1, 2 & 3
BEDROOM HOUSES AND APARTMENTS 1/2 BLOCK TO 3 BLOCKS FROM
CAMPUS.
CALL 217-493-7559.
MYEIUHOME.COM
__________________________4/30
3 BR APTS, 820 Lincoln Ave. 1 block
from EIU, all kitchen appliances,
water & trash pd.
217-348-7746
www.CharlestonILApts.com
__________________________4/30
FOR 2015-2016 VERY NICE 2 + 3 BEDROOM / 2 BATH APARTMENTS. REFINISHED BALCONIES, CODED ENTRY
INTO BUILDING, CABLE AND INTERNET INCLUDED IN RENT! RIGHT BEHIND MCHUGH’S, LESS THAN A
BLOCK FROM CAMPUS!
217-493-7559.
myeiuhome.com
__________________________4/30
FOR SUMMER OR FALL: 1, 2, & 3 BR
APTS. as low as $285/person. All appliances, some with dishwasher, W/D,
or garage. Trash pd., some with water
pd. As close as 3 blocks to EIU.
Carlyle Apartments
348-7746
www.CharlestonILApts.com
___________________________5/4
AVAILABLE FALL 2015: House for rent,
1025 4th St. 5 BR 2 BA, 2 half-BA, close
to campus, W/D, fridge, stove, large
deck.
618-670-4442.
___________________________5/4

For rent
AVAILABLE NOW: Deluxe 1 BR apt.,
117 W. Polk. Stove, fridge, microwave, dishwasher, W/D. Trash pd.
348-7746
www.CharlestonILApts.com
___________________________5/4
FOR 2015: 1, 2, & 3 BR APTS.
Carlyle Apartments
348-7746
www.CharlestonILApts.com
___________________________5/4
STORAGE UNITS - 4x12 to10x30 348-7746
___________________________5/4
3 BEDROOM FURNISHED APARTMENT
FOR 2015-16 SCHOOL YEAR, $185 PER
STUDENT FOR A 10 MONTH LEASE.
CALL 345-3664.
___________________________5/4
AVAILABLE AUGUST 2015
Studio 1, 2 and 3 bedroom apartments. Great locations.
PPWRentals.com 217-348-8249
___________________________5/4
PPWRentals.com 217-348-8249
___________________________5/4
Fall 2015- 5 bedroom and 3 bedroom,
recently remodeled, free 50” LCD TV
included, one month free rent. 217549-1628
___________________________5/4
EXCEPTIONALLY ECONOMICAL!
Apt. with 1 bedroom loft. Furnished
for a couple or single. $385 for 1 or
$435 for 2. 1/2 duplex- 1 block N. of
O’Brien Field for school year 20152016.
Call Jan 345-8350.
___________________________5/4
Available Summer and Fall 2015. 1, 2
and 3 apartments, water and trash included. Plenty of parking. Buchanan
Street Apartments.
217-345-1266
___________________________5/4
NO CAR? CLOSE ENOUGH TO WALK.
Rentals for 1, 2, 3, or 4 within a block
to EIU. Wood Rentals, Jim Wood, Realtor.
345-4489.
www.woodrentals.com
___________________________5/4
One house 3 people $250 each, 2 people $300 each. 11 month lease, W/D.
1521 11th Street.
Call 549-7031
___________________________5/4
Fall 2015- 1 bedroom apartments, all
inclusive near Buzzard.
RCRRentals.com or 217-345-5832
___________________________5/4
Fall 2015- 3 bedroom, 3 bath duplex
east of campus.
RCRRentals.com or 217-345-5832
___________________________5/4
3, 4 bedroom house near campus,
$275 per bedroom, includes all appliances and water/trash service.
217-273-1395
___________________________5/4
1109 4th St. 4 BR House, W/D and garbage included. $250/person.
232-4312
___________________________5/4

*Quiet
locations

For Appointment
217-348-7746

*As low as
$285/mo each
person

820 Lincoln Ave
Office Hours:
9-5 M-F, 9-3 Sat

www.CharlestonILApts.com

THIS IS NO JOKE.....................
FIRST MONTH RENT FREE!!
SO MANY LOCATIONS!
THE MILLENIUM.. CENTURY CROSSING..
EAST VIEW.. CAMPUS EDGE.. THE COURTYARD..
SOUTH CAMPUS SUITES

YOU CHOOSE!!
UNIQUEPROPERTIES.NET

NEED TO FILL A POSITION?
Let people know that you’re

by placing a help wanted ad in the DEN!

Avoid the clutter,
read the DEN online!

www.dennews.com

Don’t just read the news!

www.dailyeasternnews.com/podcasts/
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Baseball team salvages 1 game in series
Panthers score 5
runs in 7th inning
to take lead

the day, while striking out four
Eastern hitters.
All the runs in the game came by
Southeast Missouri in the first two
innings off Eastern senior starting
pitcher Garrison Stenger.
Senior infielder Andy Lennington singled up the middle scoring
junior Garrett Gandolfo to give the
Redhawks a 1-0 lead.
Gandolfo scored on a single by
Dalton Hewitt, which tacked on
the Redhawks second run of the
game.
Rippee singled up the middle,
which plated Hewitt and Lennington to give the Redhawks a 4-0 lead.
Senior outfielder Brendon Neel
added on the Redhawks’ fifth run of
the day on a home run to left field.
Stenger took the loss on the
mound for the Panthers by going two innings and allowing four
runs, five total, and he walked two
batters.

By Bob Reynolds
Sports Editor | @BobReynoldsDEN
The Eastern baseball team won
one game of a three-game series
against Southeast Missouri over the
weekend at Coaches Stadium.
The Panthers lost 21-1 in game
one, but won 9-5 in game two.
Trailing 5-4 in game two in the
top of the seventh, Eastern freshman outfielder Joe Duncan reached
over the wall in left center to bring
back what would have been a threerun home run from Redhawk junior
Ryan Rippee.
The Panthers would come back
to score five runs in the bottom of
the seventh inning to give them a
9-5 lead.
Eastern red-shirt junior Demetre
Taylor singled to right center, which
scored senior Caleb Howell to cut
the Redhawk lead to 5-4 in the bottom of the sixth inning.
Howell doubled down the leftfield line, scoring Duncan and junior infielder Mitch Gasbarro to
give the Panthers a 6-5 lead in the
top of the seventh.
Taylor hit a sacrifice fly to left
field, which scored sophomore infielder Cale Hennemann to push
the Panther lead to 7-5.
Marshawn Taylor was hit by a
pitch, which forced in Howell to
make it 8-5.
Then, senior infielder Adam Casson singled home Valach to make it
9-5.
Eastern coach Jimmy Schmitz
said he was happy with the way the
Panthers were able to tack on runs.
“Early in the game I thought
we had some pretty good at-bats,”
he said. “With these guys, or any
guys, this game was going to be
like this. We got some walks. I was
just really happy with the way we
added on.”
Eastern junior pitcher Jake Johansmeier started the game and
threw six innings, allowing five
runs on nine hits and got the nodecision.
So p h o m o re C h a s e T h u r s t o n
picked up his first win of the season after pitching three innings, allowing no runs on three hits and he
walked one.
Senior Travis Hayes took his
fourth loss of the season on the

3-GAME WEEKEND SERIES
EASTERN ILLINOIS
VS.
SOUTHEAST MISSOURI

21-1
5-9
5-0

MICHELLE FAL ADA| THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Senior third baseman Brant Valach hits the ball during the Eastern men’s baseball game against Southeast Missouri Sunday at Coaches Stadium.

mound for Southeast Missouri after pitching 6 1/3 innings, allowing
four earned runs, six total, on eight
hits and walked two.

Redhawk junior starting pitcher
Alex Winkelman pitched nine innings and allowed no runs in the final game of a three-game series Sun-

day against Eastern.
The Panthers lost 5-0.
Winkelman got his first win of
the season and allowed six hits on

Eastern falls in final 2 games at home
By Bob Reynolds
Sports Editor | @BobReynoldsDEN
The Eastern women’s tennis
team dropped its final two games
of the regular season over the
weekend against Morehead State
and Eastern Kentucky.
Eastern lost to Morehead State,
5-4, and to Eastern Kentucky, 5-2.
The Panthers came into the
matches on a four-game winning
streak and winning their last 10-of11 matches.
Having a chance to win the conference over the weekend, the Panthers fell to fifth place after the
two losses, which still gives them a
spot in the conference tournament.
The conference tournament begins Friday and the Panthers will
be playing Southern Illinois Edwardsville, who they lost to, 7-0,
two weeks ago.
In the match against Morehead

State, Eastern lost the all-important doubles point, which proved
to be crucial.
Golden Eagles duo sophomore
Hayley Wild and red-shirt sophomore Andrea LeBlanc defeated Eastern freshman Grace Summers and
senior Sephora Boulbahaiem, 8-6.
The Panthers would lose the No.
2 doubles match as well. Morehead State doubles partners junior
Ayaka Terashi and senior Dominique McLean defeated Eastern junior’s Ali Foster and Hannah Kimbrough, 8-3.
Eastern would salvage a win in
one of the three doubles matches as
sophomores Kelly Iden and Kamile
Stadalninkaite defeated freshman
Aleksandra Savic and senior Alex
Tachovsky of Morehead State, 8-3.
The Panthers and Golden Eagles
split the six singles matches on the
day.
Savic defeated Stadalninkaite in

the No. 6 singles match in straight
sets 6-0, 6-2. Kimbrough was defeated by Wild in straight sets as
well 6-3, 6-3.
Eastern would win the next three
singles matches as Boulbahaiem defeated Tachovsky 2-6, 6-2, 7-5.
Summers defeated McLean in
straight sets 6-1, 6-1. Also, Foster
defeated Terashi 6-7, 6-2, 6-0.
Iden was defeated by LeBlanc 6-2, 7-6 in the No. 1 singles
match.
The Panthers lost all but three
matches against Eastern Kentucky
Friday.
Summers and Boulbahaiem were
defeated by the Colonel duo of senior Amandine Faouzi and senior
Kristina Labeja, 8-4.
Foster and Kimbrough defeated
senior Marcela Jimenez and senior
Melissa Gerritsen, 8-1.
In the No. 3 doubles match,
freshman Raquel Montalvo and

Freshman pitcher Andy Fisher
pitched 5 1/3 innings and allowed
just two hits and three walks on the
day.
Fisher allowed no runs in his outing Sunday.
Valach went 3-for-4 on Sunday
with three singles for the Panthers.
The Panthers fall to 3-26 on the
season and will be back in action
Tuesday at Coaches Stadium at 2
p.m. against Benedictine University.
Bob Reynolds can be
reached at 581-2812
or rjreynolds@eiu.edu.
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sophomore Marina Marti defeated
Iden and Stadalninkaite.
The Panthers won two singles
matches of the six played.
Boulbahaiem got the first Eastern
victory over Jimenez 3-6, 6-3, 6-3.
Summers followed up with a
win over Marti 6-4, 1-6, 6-4. Colonels’ Montalvo came up with a
win over Eastern sophomore Maria
Moshteva 6-0, 7-5.
Kimbrough was defeated by Gerritsen 6-4, 6-1. Foster was defeated by Labeja 6-0, 6-1. Finally, Iden
was defeated by Faouzi 6-3, 6-3.
The Panthers fell to 12-6 on the
season. Eastern will be back in action Friday against Southern Illinois Edwardsville at the Ohio
Valley Conference tournament in
Nashville, Tenn. at 10 a.m.

Touliatos was the only Panther
to win a singles match against the
Colonels with a victory over senior
Daridge Saidi 6-3, 6-2.
The Panthers ended the season
4-15 with a 3-6 conference record
and will miss the OVC tournament
after making the tournament in the
2014 season.
Eastern coach Eric Stark said
earlier this week the Panthers have
competed in matches all year but
never end up on the right side of
the scorecard.
“We have competed extremely well and in a handful of points
from being 5-2 range but we
have been in every match, we just
haven’t closed out matches,” Stark
said.

Bob Reynolds can be
reached at 581-2812
or rjreynolds@eiu.edu.

Cody Delmendo can be
reached at 581-2812
or cddelmendo@eiu.edu.

@DEN_Sports tweet of the day: @EiuSoftball freshman pitcher Jessica Wireman (@jesss_15_) has no-hit Tennessee-Martin. #EIU won the game 3-0.
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DENSportsdesk@gmail.com
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Wireman no-hits Tennessee Martin in 3-0 win
By Sean Hastings
Staff Reporter | @DEN_Sports
Eastern softball freshman pitcher Jessica Wireman tossed a no-hitter against conference rival UT-Martin in the second game of a doubleheader Saturday.
The Panthers won the game, 3-0.
Wireman’s no-hitter was the first
no-hitter thrown by a Panther since
Stephanie Maday threw one last
spring in a five-inning game in her final season at Eastern.
In Wireman’s seven innings of nohit pitching, she struck out four and
walked four Skyhawk batters.
Wireman was happy with how she
pitched in that game.
“It felt really good, especially considering the game and score before,”
she said. “I know that they’re a good
hitting team so it felt good.”
The win improved Wireman’s record to 6-10 on the year, and drops
her earned run average to 4.21.
It was also her second shutout on
the year.
Contributing to the Panthers’ scoring was senior Bailey O’Dell who
drove in all three of the Panthers’ runs
on a home run.
Juniors Haylee Beck and April Markowski were on base for O’Dell’s home
run.
Beck led the inning off with a single, and Markowski was hit by a pitch
right after Beck’s single.
O’Dell had been struggling as of
late, so hitting the home run was a big
hit for her.
“It was a big confidence booster after struggling to get that timely hit
when we needed it,” she said. “It felt
great. Now I can just relax and trust in
my hitting again.”
She finished the game 2-for-3.
She said getting a big win like that
helps the team get a more relaxed confidence going into Sunday’s games.
The Panthers dropped the first game

JORDAN GAY| THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Freshman pitcher Jessica Wireman pitches during the Eastern softball game April 5. Wireman pitched a no-hitter against UT-Martin Saturday.

of the day by a score of 8-4.
The Panthers got on the board first
on a 3-run home run by Beck in the
top of the second inning.
The Skyhawks answered with four
runs in the bottom half.
Senior Samantha McClure hit a
grand slam to drive in all four runs in
the inning.
The Panthers tied on a Markowski
single that drove in junior Katie Watson in the fourth but that would be

the last time they would score.
Sophomore Renate Meckl also hit
a home run in the fourth inning, and
sophomore Carly Gonzales also drove
in a run in the fourth.
Freshman Michelle Rogers was on
the mound and took the loss for the
Panthers.
She went three innings and allowed
six earned runs.
The Panthers got the series win
against the Skyhawks on Sunday with

a 4-2 win.
Wireman shined on the mound
once again as she went all seven innings, giving up only two runs. Both
runs were scored in the seventh inning,
and she also struck out three batters.
That win improves her record to
7-10 on the year and puts her ERA at
4.07.
Senior Hannah Cole and Markowski led the Panther offense. Cole finished the day 3-for-4 including a home

run, and Markowski went 2-4 with
two RBIs, and also hit a home run.
The wins this weekend improve the
Panthers’ conference record to 9-8 and
14-21 on the season.
Up next for the Panthers is a nonconference game against Butler on
Wednesday at 2 p.m.
Sean Hastings can be
reached at 581-2812
or smhastings@eiu.edu.

Track, field teams Eastern season ends with split
take 1st at Western
By Cody Delmendo
Staff Reporter | @DEN_Sports

By Mark Shanahan
Staff Reporter | @DEN_Sports
Eastern men and women’s track and
field teams each captured first-place finishes at the Western Illinois Lee Calhoun
Memorial Invitational on Saturday.
The teams collected 18 first-place finishes this weekend, 11 first-place finishes for the women and seven for the men.
Eastern won the 1500-meter in both
the women and men’s sides. Junior
Kristen Rohrer won it for the women
with a time of 4:45.96 and sophomore
Riley McInerney won it for the men
with a time of 3:56.16.
Junior Kristen Paris took first place
in the 800 with a time of 2:12.08 seconds. Eastern also swept the 100 and
the 110-meter hurdles.
Junior Katie Ryan won the 100-meter
hurdle with a time of 14.03 seconds and
is now fourth on the Eastern career list.
Redshirt senior Danny Trevor took
first place in the 110-meter hurdles
with a time of 14.73 seconds. Sophomore Anita Saffa won the 100-meter
dash with her time of 12.06 seconds.
Junior Christian Ilunga-Matthiesen also
won the 100-meter dash with a time of
10.59 seconds.
Junior Briana Walker took first place
in the 200-meter dash with a time of
25.04 seconds. Sophomore Ivy Handley took first in the steeplechase with
her time of 11:20.68 seconds putting

her at eighth on the Eastern career list.
Eastern had a lone sweep in the field
events in the pole vault for both the
men and women. Junior Annemarie
Reid cleared 12 feet, 1 ½ inches, which
earned her first place and junior Eric
Gordon cleared 15 feet, 5 inches also
winning his event.
In other field events, freshman Jackie
Jones won the women’s high jump with
her leap of 5 feet, 5.75 inches. Junior
Janie Howse won the women’s discuss
with her throw of 139 feet, 3 inches.
Sophomore Kendall Williams took
the men’s long jump with his jump of
22 feet, one inch. Senior David Johansson also won a field event in the men’s
javelin; he was the last male of the day
to win an individual event.
Eastern also had a clean sweep in the
men and women’s 100-meter relays.
The women’s team, which featured junior Angelica Anyaogu, Walker, Saffa
and freshman Nyjah Lane, had a time
of 47.25 seconds.
The men’s 4x100 relay team, which included freshman Zach Booth, freshman
Davion McManis, sophomore Jamal
Robinson and Ilunga-Matthiesen, scored
a first-place time of 47.25 seconds.
Both teams will compete next weekend at the Illini Twilight at the University of Illinois.
Mark Shanahan can be reached at
581-2812 or mmshanahan@eiu.edu.

The Eastern men’s tennis team won
one match out of two this weekend at
the Darling Courts to finish out the
regular season.
The Panthers defeated Morehead
State Friday afternoon, 4-3, to keep
their Ohio Valley Conference tournament hopes alive bringing their conference record to 3-5 on the season.
Eastern had to defeat Eastern
Kentucky on Saturday to qualify for
the tournament but the Panthers
were defeated, 6-1.
Against Morehead State, Eastern failed to take the doubles point
once again but battled back in singles matches to eventually win the
match.
In the No. 1 doubles match, sophomores Ritchie Kruunenberg and
Gabriel Ruiz defeated junior Robert
Skolik and freshman Preston Touliatos, 8-6.
The duo ended the season 5-10,
which led the Panthers for the season.
In the No. 2 doubles match, Golden Eagle freshman Sabastian Penaloza and junior Nick Mercer defeated
Eastern juniors Rui Silva and Ryan
Henderson, 8-2.
Singles matches gave the Panthers
the win with all four of their points
coming from those matches.
Henderson, Touliatos, Silva and
freshman Grant Reiman all won their
respective matches.
The points were scored in the No.
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Junior Rui Silva prepares to serve the ball during the Eastern men’s tennis
match Saturday at Darling Courts.

2, No. 3, No. 4 and No. 6 matches.
Three matches went to a tiebreaker, in which two of those resulted in
Panther wins.
Skolik took the loss to Kruunenberg 6-4, 7-6 in No. 1 singles.
Henderson defeated Penaloza 6-2,
6-4 in No. 2 singles.
Touliatos defeated Ruiz 2-6, 6-3,
6-3 in No. 3 singles. Silva defeated
Mercer in No. 4 singles.
Senior David Constantinescu took
the loss 2-6, 6-4, 6-2 in No. 5 singles, and Reiman clinched the victory for the Panthers over Enrique
Samudio 6-4, 5-7, 6-4 in the No. 6
singles matches to finish out singles
matches.
Knowing they had to beat East-

ern Kentucky to qualify for the OVC
tournament was added on pressure
for the Panthers.
The Colonels came in with a 15-7
record, which included an 8-1 conference record.
Before the match, Constantinescu
was honored for his four-year career
as a Panther.
Eastern Kentucky swept the doubles matches ending the doubles season for the Panthers at just 8-36 overall.
Before the match, Stark stated that
the Colonels’ strength was depth and
it showed with tough matches all the
way through singles matches.
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Greek residents pay for eDlpty rooDls
By Stephanie Markham
News Editor I@stephm202
For every unoccupied bed in Greek housing,
the remaining residents have to pay an $850 fee to
make up for the lost room and board revenue.
Each house has its own occupancy requirements;
the average is 36, though the university offers reductions because oflow enrollment, bringing the number of required residents in the average house down
to 31.
The size of each chapter is larger; the largest.is the
Sigma Kappa sorority with 89 members, while the
smallest is the Sigma Nu fraternity with 45 members, and the average is about 75.
The percentage of members of each chapter who
live in their respective houses varies; the highest is
the Sigma Phi Epsilon fraternity with 71 percent of
members living in the house, while the smallest is
the Lambda Chi Alpha fraternity with 21 percent,
and the average is about 50 percent.
Eight of the 15 houses in Greek Court do not
meet the university's required number of residents
for the spring 2015 semester, while two meet the
number exactly, and four exceed that number.
Those who do not meet the required members
must pay a hefty fee.
For example, Lambda Chi Alpha, which currently houses 18 of its 31 required residents, would have

to pay $11,050 to make up for the 13-member difference.
Mark Hudson, the director of Housing and Dining, said any house that is alcohol free receives a
two-person deduction on their required number of
residents.
"It's been our experience that if they are alcohol
free, they make better choices," Hudson said.
He said all of the sororities on campus are alcohol free, while some of the fraternities are, and this is
monitored by Housing staff members who work in
the houses and are aware of what goes on in them.
Hudson also said Housing gives the fraternities
and sororities financial incentives for meeting or exceeding their residency requirements, which goes toward house renovations.
He also said this year, based on the number of
Early Bird contracts the fraternities and sororities
got their members to sign, Housing retired the debt
they had from previous years.
''A few got close to 30 Early Bird contracts; others chose not to," he said. "It wiped out an $1,800
debt from the past being under-occupied; others
didn't have debt, so it added to their money for renovations."
Hudson said the reason fraterniti~ and sororities have to make up for empty beds while those in
the residence halls do not is because Housing is in
charge of the residence halls, while the chapters are

in charge of their houses.
Bird contracts from residents, which was the highest
''The residence halls are our responsibility," Hud- · number achieved, removing close to $1,800 in debt.
son said. "We built these houses for the Greek orgaImani McDaniel, a member ofAlpha Sigma Tau,
nizations, so them managing their own occupancy said her sorority does not have many problems with
is the trade-off."
the fee because it has enough members, and she beHowever, some residents of Greek houses do not lieves sororities have ap. easier time meeting the resthink the fee is fair.
ident requirements in general because they have a
Anthony Martinez, a member of Sigma Nu, said more formal recruitment.
he does not understand why the residents should
"There are not very many tiny sororities," she
have to pay if some members do not feel comfon- said.
able living in the house, though the fraternity works
McDaniel said the Greek residents should not be
around that by being as diverse and welcoming as faulted for low enrollment, as they have to pay the
possible.
same amount for room and board on top of their
"If you're really accepting and friendly, you'll have chapter dues.
a lot of guys in your house, and you won't have a
"Eastern's Greek population is a good size," she
fee," he said.
said. "We do a lot for the community with our own
Matt Jacks, another Sigma Nu member, said he money."
also did not agree with the fee.
Chaney Thomas, a member of Delta Zeta, said
"Enrollment is really low; we're kept at the same she does not think the fee is fair because some housstandard, but they don't keep themselves at that es are more popular than others, and the smaller
standard," Jacks said.
ones do not have as much control over their numJacks compared the challenges of Greek residen- ber of members.
cy with the closing of Carman Hall two years ago,
"We shouldn't have to force people to live here
adding that the number of students is declining in just to fill the house," Thomas said.
all areas of the university.
"They already closed the freshman hall," Jacks
Stephanie Markham can be
said. "Their enrollment is down, why should we
reached at 581-2812
have to pay?"
.
or samarkham@eiu.edu.
Jacks said the Sigma Nu fraternity got 30 Early
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Breaking Streaks
Lambda Chi Alpha secures
Tugs victory from Sigma Pi
By Stephanie Markham
News Editor I@stephm202
Moments before the horn sounded off, the
Lambda Chi Alpha little men's tuggers raised
their hands in the air with two fingers pressed
to their palms to symbolize brotherhood;
what followed was an incense 2:38 battle to
break Sigma Pi's three-year victory streak.
The little men's Lambda Chi Alpha team
won the final Tugs round against Sigma Pi on
Saturday, though the big men's Sigma Pi team
emerged on top against Lambda Chi Alpha
moments later, pulling their rivals into the
Campus Pond at 1:41.
Robbie Fiedler, a little men's Lambda Chi
Alpha tugger, said his team members had the
most heart and strength, which is why they
pulled through and outlasted their opponents.
"We ruined their dynasty right there; we're
starting our own," Fiedler said. "You've got
to watch (for the) big man now and root for
them."
Jimmy Smith, another little men's Lambda Chi Alpha tugger, said it was an awesome
feeling for his team to finally accomplish its
goal after facing Sigma Pi in the finals for
four years straight.
"It's really sweet we finally beat them, but
it was a good tug on both sides of the rope,"
Smith said. "We did a lot of different things.
We ran a lot; we just went harder than we
have in the past couple of years."

- Robbie Fiedler,
Lambda Chi Alpha tugg er

Greg Muntean, a big men's Sigma Pi tugger, said there was no better way for his team
. to win a championship than to do it the hard
way-giving their all in three separate rounds
of Tugs.
"I'm a fifth year senior, so I'm just happy to
leave on this kind of legacy," Muntean said.
Next up in Saturday's final Tugs competition was Sigma Sigma Sigma facing Alpha
Sigma Alpha in the women's division.
Members of Alpha Sigma Alpha put up
a fight as their lead tugger slipped down in
the mud before regaining her footing to keep
tugging; however, Sigma Sigma Sigma pulled
harder as the group soon claimed a 1:59 victory.
Jenna Stokes, a Sigma Sigma Sigma tugger,
said although her team members were confident, the final Tug proved to be the hardest
round.
"Our strategy was to stick them out the

first 30 seconds and then make them tired so
that we can take them back," Stokes said.
Alysa Stercay, another Sigma Sigma Sigma tugger, said she was nervous in Wednesday and Friday's rounds, but knew her team
would win in Saturday's finals.
"i just felt it," Stercay said. "We worked so
long and so hard for this; we deserve it."
Finally, consolation rounds for each division gave third- and fourth- place titles to the
remaining contenders.
For the little men's consolation Tug, Sigma
Alpha Epsilon pulled Sigma Phi Epsilon into
the water at 1:39.
In the following consolation Tug for the
big men's division, Sigma Nu overcame competitors Sigma Chi at 2:07.
The women's division consolation Tug saw
Alpha Sigma Tau taking out Kappa Delta at
1:27, which was the fastest win of the day.
Colton Woolsey, a Sigma Alpha Epsilon
tugger, said his group changed up its frontman strategy and focused on hitting as a
team, and though they are disappointed they
could not be in the championship Tug round,
third place is still a nice prize.
"We weren't really working together as
much in the last Tugs ," Woosley said. "We
came in pretty focused, and we watched a lot
of our videos from the old Tugs."
After Sigma Nu's third place victory, members gathered and chanted about how they
would take first next year.
Kenny Micks, a Sigma Nu tugger, said
there is a lot of pride to taking third because
his team worked so hard for it.
"We knew that going into it they were going to try to manhandle us, so we knew we
just had to stick them ouc," Micks said.
Just before Sigma Sigma Sigma stepped
into the water, the team swayed all the way
over to one side of the fence, losing the battle
nearly a minute and a half in.
Mackenzie Buob, an Alpha Sigma Tau tugger, said her team tried to stay toward the
right as much as possible to remain grounded.
"Typically, we have not placed first, second
or third in a lot of years, so this is the first
time in a while that we've placed," Buob said.
"But I think it's just because from day one
we've been working out; we've been conditioni.ng,: As soon as we could get on the rope
we did.
She said boch her team and Kappa Delta
worked hard, but who would emerge victorious was not easy to guess.
"I think that you can't ever predict tugs;
it changes daily depending on if your team
is working together, how well your day has
been, if you're in the righc scate to win and
honestly what side you are," Buob said. "It's
hard to determine, but I'm proud of where we
are."
Stephanie Markham can be
reached at 581-2812
or samarkham@eiu.edu.

. CAYL'\ MAURER I THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS

'

)

I

Sigma Pi fraternity tuggers pulled in the final round in the Big Men's Division Tugs Championship agaipst Lambda Chi Alpha Saturday.
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Robbie Fiedler and Kevin Kroll, Lamba Chi Alpha fraternity members who competed in the
Tugs Little Men's Division, hug after defeating the Sigma Pi fraternity winning one of the Tugs
Championship title Saturday.

FINAL TUGS TEAM FAN PICKS
BIG MEN'S DIVISION
TOTAL VOTES: 304

SIGMA-LAMBDA- SIGMA
Pl
CHI
CHI
ALPHA
-

LITTLE MEN'S DIVISION
TOTAL VOTES: 285

,as1GMA-LAMBOA-S IGMA
.Pl
CHI
PHI
ALPHA
EPSILON

WOMEN'S DIVISION
TOTAL VOTES: 413

,.KAP PA -ALPHA -ALPHA
-DELTA - P H I
.SIGMA
ALPHA

*Top three teams shown based on polls from
da i Iyeasternnews.com
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Sigma Sigma Sigma sorority tuggers grab win in the Women's Division Tugs Championship
Saturda~ against the. Alpha Sigma Alpha sc;>r.ority team.
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Audience members cheer on tuggers, give suppOrt
By Megan Ivey

Associate News Edito~@megankayivey
While fraternity and sorority
teams strain over the long pull of
the tug-of-war matches, fellow fraternity and sorority members devote time and effort into supporting their tuggers.
. Members make T-shirts and
posters, as well as sing chants
for the tuggers, making the Tugs
matches a bonding and energetic
experience.
The Cam.pus Pond area surrounding the tug lanes filled with
spectators for each tug match. Audience members packed the two
sets of bleacher seating on either
side of the pond, and most of the
audience could be found cheering
from the sidelines, as close as they
were permitted to stand.
During Sigma Alpha Epsilon
fraternity's Little Men's Division
semi-final tug Friday, Ben Grapperhaus, a freshman Sigma Alpha Epsilon member, did not stop
chanting throughout the 2:34 tug,
with phrases such as "Keep pulling," and "you've got this."
"It's my job as an audience
member to make sure to tell them
they're not done ," Grapperhaus
said. "I want to tell them to keep
right on track, and I absolutely
think it helps them."
Although Sigma Alpha Epsilon
lost the semi-final to Lambda Chi
Alpha fraternity, Alex Wood, a senior Sigma Alpha Epsilon tugger,
said hearing his team chant helped
him.
"It definitely gives you a nice
extra boost to keep you going,"
Wood said.
Teams who already conceded
still come to Campus Pond to their
support for other teams.
Jen Rodriguez, a sophomore Alpha Phi sorority member, stood on

the sidelines with approximately
10 sorority sisters for their brother fraternity, Sigma Pi.
Many of the Alpha Phi members held signs for the fraternity tuggers, each with a phrase that
rhymed with a tugger's name.
"We spent an hour and a half
on them," she said. "It's our way to
show we support them."
Along with Alpha Phi's signs of
encouragement, Sigma Pi spectators were one of the loudest
crowds, involving group chants
and, when the tuggers pulled backward out of eyesight, moved down
the sidelines along with their tuggers.
Rodriguez said the bond between the fraternity and sorority is
one that dates back to the beginning of Tugs.
Sigma Pi members did not make
signs for Alpha Phi when competing, but did support them in other ways, such as training together.
"Its been like this for years,
since Tugs began," she said. " Both
teams train together, help each
other, and we celebrate afterward."
Grace Narcisi and Molly Lucas,
captains for the Alpha Sigma Alpha
sorority tug team, said when tugging, nothing, including the audience members, is apparent - only
the rope and their coaches.
"Everything is white noise,"
Narcisi said.
"Yeah, you have to find your
own motivation and block everything out," Lucas said. "And listen
to the coaches supportive messages, telling us to keep breathing."
Even so, Liz Martinez, a sophomore -member of Arpha Sigma,
Alpha said it was important to be
there for her team.
"As soon as they start stepping,
we start chanting," she said.
Alli Dart, a junior member of
Kappa Delta sorority, said she

CAYLA MAURER I THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS

Crowds roar as the Sigma Pi fraternity tuggers pull for a victory. Despite the crowds cheers, Sigma Pi did not place
first in the Little Men's Division.

made a sign because her best friend
and "little" was tugging.
"The poster is an inside joke,
incorporating the Kardashian sisters " she said. "I have to let them
know I support them."
Even as Kappa Delta lost the
semi-final Tugs match, the sorority members waited for the tuggers
and cheered them on as they made
their way off of the field.
Arm in arm, they sang a chant,
with lyrics "sisters standing close
by my side," circling the tuggers
and congratulating the team's efforts.

•· •

Megan Ivey can be
reached at 581-2812
or mkivey@eiu.edu.
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Kappa Delta sorority members cheer on their tug teams. Kappa Delta did
not place-. m Tugs this year.
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Lambda Chi, Delta Zeta win Pyramids competition
By Cassie Buchman
City Editorl@DEN_News
Weeks of hard work and preparation culminated in one day at Greek
Week's annual Pyramids event, which
consisted of the sororities and fraternities competing to see who could
make a human pyramid the fas test.
In first place for the sororities was
Delta Zeta, followed by Sigma Kappa in second, with Alpha Phi in third.
Coming in first place for the fraternities was Lambda Chi Alpha. Sigma Pi earned second, and Phi Kappa
Theta came in third place:
Delta Zeta had previously won
Pyramids for the last five years in a
row.
Jenny Diehl, senior corporate communications major, sa.id they achieved
this because of the way they practice.
"We always have a very special
~ way," she said. "We're lucky to have
people returning every year. We always stay very strong, sturdy."
Tracy Flaharen, a junior elementary education major, said the Delta Zetas were coached by Lambda
Chi,who also won their division of
Pyramids.
"They helped a lot," she said.
Even with all their previous success with Pyramids, many of the
Delta Zetas were excited and could
be seen cheering and hugging their
teammates when the results were announced.
Diehl said she was still nervous for
Pyramids as well.
"There are a lot of good competitors," she said. "I hope to win next
year."
Christi.na Kwartnik, a freshman kinesiology major in Sigma Kappa, was
nervous as well as it was her first Pyramids competition.
"I was so nervous," she said. "My
heart was beating super fast. But it
was good to compete also. I haven't
competed in anything for a long
time."
To get a chance to participate in
Pyramids, girls in Sigma Kappa talked to their coaches.
"I did it because I wanted to participate in Greek Week," Kwartnik
said.
Heather Brand, a sophomore special education major and also a Sigma
Kappa, said they did better than she
expected when they came in second.
"I'm really happy we came in second place," she said.
Many teams had been practicing
for a while in order to maintain the
balance and speed needed to compete.
Mackenzie Miller, a sophomore
economics major in Sigma Alpha Epsilon, said they ran the pyramids as
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Members of Delta Zeta hug one another in celebration after winning the Pyramids competition as part of Greek Week Saturday near the Campus Pond.
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Members of Sigma Chi attempt to build a pyramid during the Pyramids
contest near the Campus Pond on Saturday, during Greek Week.

DOMINIC BAIMA I THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS

Members Phi Kappa Theta compete in Pyramids near the Campus Pond on
Saturday.

many different ways as they could to
prepare.
"Last year, we did all right, but we
didn't make it to the finals, so that's
definitely our goal this year," Miller
said.
They had been practicing on and
off for the entire Greek Week season.
"This is the best possible team," he

said. "I am confident we can perform
well."
Alexis Opel, a junior sociology major, said Kappa Delta practiced at
least once a week for a month.
"I feel a lot more prepared, so I am
positive," she said.
Many of the races to get in and out
of the pyramid were very close, with

some teams running past the finish
line within seconds of each other.
One team had some trouble making the pyramid, with some members
stumbling and falling off the pyramid, but they still persevered.
Even though his team did not win,
Anthony Rodriguez a sophomore
communications major from Sigma
Nu, said he still had a good experience.
"We won both heats, but didn't
make it to finals," he said. "I thought
it was fun. I was down to go help the

house out, and stepped up."
Some members of the sororities
and fraternities chose to support their
teammates by cheering them on at
the competition instead of competing
Emilie Vrabel, a freshman, came to
support her sisters in Alpha Phi.
"We did good," she said. "But no
matter what, I'm still proud. It was
fun to watch."
Cassie Buchman can be
reached at 581-2812
or cjbuchman@eiu.edu

Official Greek organizations must meet requirements
By Stephanie White
- Entertainment Editor I@DEN_News
Eastern has nine Panhellenic sororities, six National Pan-Hellenic Council fraternities and sororities, and 10
lnterfraternity Council fraternities. In
order for them to have become an official chapter, there are certain things
the students of the organization had
to do.
Dean Harwood, director of fraternity and sorority programs, said there
is a lot students need to do to become
an official Greek organization at Eastern.
He said official registration as a student organization will be done by
Eastern's Student Senate and other
governing council, in a process managed by the Student Life Office, which
is'
organi£ai:i0n
have to go through to become official.

aprocess all stud"ent

New Greek organizations are developed when the average size of the current chapters reaches a point where the
number of members could support another chapter he said.
"Fraternities and sororities must
complete the student organization online process every
Hai-Wood sa1d.
"There are a few things they must

year,"

have, the two important ones being
that they must designate one member
as the 'chapter president' and have a
minimum of 10 current EIU students
who are required to complete the online registration process."
He said like any other Registered
Student Organization, they must have
a faculty or staff member serve as an
adviser.
"As indicated in our policies for
fraternities and sororities, the key is
to have support and approval from a
sponsoring national fraternity or sorority," Harwood said.
"The next step is to have a large
enough interest group of potential
members. The fraternities and sororities in each council have different ways
of deciding to support a new chapter
and join a community."
He· said the "chapter ffiu"si submit a
current Constitution or Bylaw. If the

They must be incorporated, operchapter falls below 10 students as active members and it continues to meet ate under the provisions ofTide IX of
the requirements to remain active with the Educational Amendments and IRS
it inter or national organization, they Code Title 26, which permits the orwill have three academic semesters to ganization to exclusively admit men or
return the membership to 10 or more. women and provide a current certifi"If they do not reach the number cate of liability insurance with a minineeded to return, the chapter will lose mum of $1 million coverage.
"They have to have a designatrecognition and registration privileges," Harwood said.
ed chapter advisor, approved and apHe said the chapter must provide a pointed by the (inter)national organicopy of the organization's anti-hazing zation," Harwood said. "Each greek
policies along with certification of dis- organization seeking registration must
tribution and review of Eastern's Anti- be in good standing with its inter or
national organization."
Hazing Policy.
"Students a part of the organization
The process of being chartered by
are required to maintain membership a national organization can take anyin one of the established campus um- where from a couple of months to two
brella councils: Panhellenic Associa- or three years he said.
tion, IFC or NPHC," Harwood said.
H e said eCJ-ch fraternity or. sorority
.. . . ~tephanie Wh.ite.cal) be
must be formaDy affiliatea w!th' -an·in~ ••• ' • ' ' ' " ' reached at 58-1-2812 Or'
at sewhite2@eiu.edu.
ter or national fraternity or sorority.
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Greeks raise money for Relay for Life
By Stephanie White

Entertainment Editor I@DEN_News

Relay for Life, an annual cancer
awareness event hosted by che Colleges Against Cancer organization,
was held in McAfee Gym Sunday.
The 12-hour event lasted from 10
a.m. to 10 p.m.
Many clubs and organizations
were a part of the event, including
the fraternities and sororities as a
part of Greek Week.
In past years the event has been
an all-night event, but this year
Hope Robertson, the CAC president, changed time scheduling.
She said in che past Relay for Life
was an all night event, but the organization decided to change it for
during the day.
Lindsey GarciJ., a graduate student, said she liked this set up better since people will not be as tired
to take part of the activities.
"In the past, Relay would be at
nighc bur people would gee cired
and not want to do anything," she
said. "Because it is during the day,
more people can be a part of the
event and more money can be raise
for the· cause."
Garcia said the price of registration went up $5 as well, but be-

cause it is for a good cause, she said
she does not mind it ac all.
All of the Greek organizations
were at Relay for Life, walking
around the gym for hours. They
held a silent auction table that was
filled with baskets of various treats
and prizes.
For a couple of hours in the afternoon, a local band called "Squealer"
played covers of songs in the gym.
A couple of fraternities played a
beanbag toss game in the middle of
the gym floor, while a sorority took
charge of a cakewalk.
The organization had tables at
the event, including one chat sold
shirts, another that sold Luminarla, which are paper bags turned into
lanterns that symbolized people
who have died.
Emily Pawlicki, a senior art major and a member of the CAC organization, said the names written
on the lanterns are those who have
passed due co cancer. She said chis
ceremony is performed at every Relay for Life in the U.S. every year.
"At 9 p.m. the lanterns will be
placed around the track. We will
put glow sticks inside of them and
light up the room in honor of all of
these people," she said. "We will
read all of the names and perform a
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Members of Epsilon Sigma Alpha sell ribbions, bows and cupcakes to help raise money during Relay for Life Sunday in McAfee Gymnasium.

small ceremony."
CAC member Vidhi Patal said a
third table had a poster where survivors of cancer could paint their

hands put it on the board and sign
their name.
CAC ~nd Relay for Life raised
abouc $5,000 at press time.

Stephanie White can be
reached at 581-2812
or sewhite2@eiu.edu.

Alumni come back, help with Greek Week
By Cassie Buchman

City Editorl@DEN_News
Members of sororities, fraternities, and even hotels around Charleston are getting ready for the return of
Greek alumni to Eastern for Eastern's
annual Greek Week.
David Kirsch, general manager of
Unique Suites Hotel, said it was not
just the rooms chat were being used
for these kinds of events.
"There's the lounge, sometimes
the actual fraternity or sororities will
book one of our banquet rooms,"
Kirsch said.
During this week and the next two
weeks, the rooms are sold out or at
least close to sold out.
"For returning alumni, we have a
wedding reception, golf outing on the
second week," he said.
The hotel has a discount for alumni and others who are affiliated with
the university.
"There's an EIU friends and family discount," he said. "Ir's a percentage off',, and may depend on the rime
of year.

When ic comes to accommodating all che people coming in, Kirsch
said it is just a macter of scheduling
enough staff members.
"We increase che activity chat's going on,'' he said.
The amount of time people scay
usually depends on their work schedules.
"I would say on the weekends
there's a very good turnout," he said.
"They usually come down for Fridays
and Saturdays."
Jimmy Lera, front desk assistant
for the Days Inn Hotel, said che hocel
was sold out on Friday and Saturday
before the first day of Greek Week.
"We usually do have a lot of alumni," he said.
He said a lot of the work chat had
to be done was making sure everything was in the right place.
"There's breakfast, keeping inventory up to date," he said. "We don't
want co run out. We like to have everything organized, set our."
Lera said next to graduation and
family weekend are the only other
events for which they are usually sold

our.
Days Inn also works with fraternities and sororities with other events as
well as Greek Week.
Lera said che Delta Delta Delta sorority had a breakfast there, and the
Pi Kappa Alpha fraternity had an
event for alumni a few weeks ago.
The sororities and fraternities
are busily anticipating the arrival of
Greek alumni as well.
Mark Galvan, a sophomore exercise science major from Sigma Nu fraternity, said Greek Week probably attracts the most alumni.
"They come support, give money
to the houses," Galvan said.
A lot of alumni come our co support the current members because of
the work put into Greek Week.
Galvan said he put in six days a
week to prepare for che week.
"We have Airband, Greek Sing,"
he said. "The alumni remember how
hard they had to work. They love to
remember, cell stories abouc when
they were here."
Galvan said though there is competition, everyone remains good sports.

A lot of alumni come back for the
Greek Week activities co help out
their old houses.
"They come watch us practice,"
Galvan said. "They take us out to dinner, and really treat us with respect."
Galvan said he hoped to be able to
come back and impact members of
his fraternity in the same way.
"I hope when I come back, I can
see a kid practicing, and say 'Let me
take you out or something,"' he said.
Mike Hartung, vice president of
Sigma Nu, said the relationship between alumni and current members
was very good.
"Our alumni didn't used to have
a good relationship before, because
not a lot of people were paying their
alumni dues," he said. "Now they're
about all paying their dues."
Greek alumni will also oftentimes
pay for things like TVs and couches
when their houses do well.
"We won Homecoming, and got
a new 70 inch TY," he said. "We got ·
a new couch for winning Homecoming, also for filling the house."
The alumni that come back also

Cassie Buchman can be
reached at 581-2812
or cjbuchman@eiu.edu
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help cheir houses by seeing how chey
could improve. Hartung said the
alumni will meet wich the executive board of their fraternity, and tell
them.ho.w ~ey, .could·impUiY'ifflJ mJYle
the executive board cells chem some
things they are doing well.
"We all hang out afterward," he
said. "It's all about brotherhood."
Membership in fraternities and sororities can help with life after college.
Gallvan said he met a lot of people
through networking.
''Alumni have contacted me abouc
internships," he said. "Guys before
help them out."
Although he is 20, he has made
connections and talked to alumni
who are 45 and who have offered to
help him.
Hartung said it was like a chain reaction.
"They help us, we'll help them
our," he said.
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Greek racial tensions in Oklahoma raise concerns
Students and alumni
discuss the racial
climate within the
campus' Greek
community

Theta, Zeta Phi Beta and Sigma Gamma Rho.
"She asked me how many black kids were in
my house," Rounds said.
Rounds said he didn't know much about
Divine Nine, and wasn't sure if they had a recruitment process, but even though he didn't
know much about the organizations he fully
supports them and what they all stand for.
Much of the recruitment process for the Divine Nine is secretive because they have what
Roberto Hodge
is often called a "coming out" show or a proMulticultural Editor l@BertoHodge
bate, which is when members of the new line
The Oklahoma Kappa chapter of the Sig- are publicly revealed to college campuses in an
ma Alpha Epsilon fraternity has been closed elaborate fashion.
These organizations also have a recruitment
permanently following a video surfacing online with members of the organization chant- process called membership intake, which is
ing racially harmful words; a racially charged when student go to these meetings dresses prochant informing others that African-Americans fessionally, they learn the bare essentials of an
were not allowed in the organization through organization and from then on they can decide
if they want to continue the process of becomthe usage of
"There will never be a n****r SAE. You can ing a member.
"It's not an Uncle Tom thing," Rounds said.
h~ng hi~ from a tree, but he can never sign
"Uncle Tom" is a derogatory term, stemwith me.
Following the video, both the president of ming from the Harriet Beecher Stowe novthe University of Oklahoma and the president el, "Uncle Tom's Cabin." It is used to refer to
of the national SAE headquarters have made members of the African-American communiquick responses to the issues, both suspending ty as "sellouts" for straying from black culture
the men of the chapter and closing it entirely.
and embracing more ideals and notions of a
This incident aroused reactions from soror- stereotypically Caucasian lifestyle.
There have been numerous accounts of Cauity and fraternity members on Eastern's campus, including African-American members of cas~an, Latino and Asian students joining these
traditionally-white Greek organizations like fraternities and sororities both nationally and
on Eastern's campus.
SAE.
Erien Rounds, a sophomore kinesiology maRounds said he has seen a lot of diversity
jor, said he liked the friendly atmosphere of among members in Sigma Chi. There are four
Sigma Chi, a predominantly white Greek or- Asian and biracial members, 11 Latinos and
ganization, because of how eager the members nine African-Americans, according to the 2014
were to meet and speak with him.
Greek demographic report by Eastern's PlanRounds, who is African-American, said he ning and Institutional Research office.
feels some African-American fraternities do
Instances like the one involving the Oklanot like it when other African-Americans join homa Kappa chapter of SAE are not isolated.
white Greek organizations.
Numerous accounts of racist acts performed
When Rounds told his mother about join- by predominantly white Greek organizations
ing Slgtna Chi, he sald her first reaction was nationally have been reported. Chi Omega at
utter confusion because she knew only about Penn State hosted a "Mexican themed" party
the Divine Nine and not the white Greek or- wearing sombreros and ponchos holding cardboard signs that read "Will mow lawn for weed
ganizations.
The Divine Nine or "D9" as many stu- + beer," SAE at Clemson University hosted a
dents refer to them as, are the nine predomi- "Clemson Cripmas," which was a reference to
nantly African-American Greek-lettered orga- the Los Angeles based Crip gang according to
nizations. The five fraternities are: Alpha Phi Identities Mic.
In fact, the film "Dear White People" pokes
Alpha, Kappa Alpha Psi, Omega Psi Phi, Phi
Beta Sigma and Iota Phi Theta; while the so- at the issue of white students throwing Blackrorities are: Alpha Kappa Alpha, Delta Sigma themed parties making fun of African-Amer-
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"I remember they called the adviser to make
sure I was OK just to be safe," Lima said.
Lima said they did not like the idea of him
going Greek" and they still do not to this day,
but now it is something they tolerate.
He said once he told them his fraternity also
has a GPA requirement, his family lighrened
up a little because education was always their
number one priority for him.
Lima, who heard abouc the incident regarding SAE, said closing the chapter and suspending its members was the right thing co
do; however, as someone who is in Greek he
understands how· those who might have had
nothing to do with the incident were unfairly punished.
The acrions of one member in a Greek organization can reflect on all of the members,
Lima said.
"When one chaprer of a fraternity does
something bad they all feel it as an organization," Lima said, "They gor what they deserved-they should have -never done it."
It was reported by CNN that David Boren,
the president of the University of Oklahoma,
closed the chapter on the campus following
the incident and said as long as he is president
of that university that chapter will never open
again, which is how the United States should
handle racism-zero tolerance.
However, the thought of joining Greek life
was an aspiration since childhood for Leah DaWhen he decided he wanted to be a part of vis.
Davis, a junior communications studies mathe Alphas, he said he noticed the group's commitment co community service more than par- jor, is biraciaf; her mother is white while her
.ties.
father is black and she is a member of Alpha
"It's looked up to and looked at as more of Phi-a predominately white sorority.
an accomplishment," Lima said because of che
Davis said because she is closer to her mother's side of the family, she identifies more with
differences of the two.
Lima said those in predominately African- white culture.
Joining Alpha Phi would not have happened
American Greek organizations tend to more
frequently plan service events and volunteer if she identified more with the African Amerioptions for the community than predominate- can side of her family, Davis said.
"The sorority culture I was family with is
ly Caucasian sororities or fraternities.
When Lima informed his family about his what lead me to this side," Davis said.
Davis said her father is well aware that she is
wishes to join the Alphas, they were not exactly sold on the fact, but not because it was pre- disconnected from her African-American side,
dominantly African-American. Lima said they but supports that she is in Greek life and that
were unsure about his decision because they Davis is enjoying it.
felt college should be all about an education
and Greek life would take away from that.
Roberto Hodge can be
reached at 581-2812
He said because the organization was
or rlhodge@eiu.edu
Greek, his parents did research regarding issues
of hazing and were a little worried.

icans with harmful stereotypes such as gold
mouth pieces, using blackface and sagging
their pants.
Although the film addresses the issue for a
reason, the ending credits of the movie show
actual photos from real colleges throwing these
parties, signifying a more deeply seated cultural issue.
Alex Lima, is an Eastern alumnus and member of Alpha Phi Alpha, as well as a Latino.
Lima,' who is half Mexican and Salvadorian, said he was drawn co the Alphas because
they seemed to have more of a brotherhood are
more than just a social organization.
Lima said there are stereotypes from movies
and TV shows about Greek life, showing them
as more parry-oriented.
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